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Agenda

A 2004 “Conference on Women” in support of the NIC 2020 project looked at the impact of global trends on women.  This conference seeks to look at how women will impact global trends, specifically in the fields of politics, economics, and religion. 
8:30 a.m.
Registration and Coffee

9:00 
  
Welcome and Opening Remarks



Mathew Burrows, National Intelligence Council (invited)


Andrea Bottner, U.S. Department of State 
 9:15

Keynote Address

Introduction


Ambassador Swanee Hunt (confirmed)


Discussion

10:00

Break

10:15

Women and Politics
From Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia to Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma, election of women to high office often symbolizes a desire to break with the past.  But to what extent do women leaders actually foment significant change in their societies? This panel will examine case studies from around the globe and use lessons learned to determine how much female leadership differs from that of men in the conduct of politics, diplomacy, and security, and what this means for the geopolitical landscape of 2025. At the subnational level, how could increased political activism by women change political agendas? 



Speaker:  Madeleine Kunin (confirmed)

Discussant: Mahnaz Afkhami (confirmed)
Discussion

All comments are off the record and not for attribution

11:45 a.m.
Luncheon



Lunch speaker: Sally Wainwright, creator, “The Amazing Mrs. 

Pritchard” (confirmed)

 1:00 p.m.
Women and Economics
Women’s emancipation is a major source of wealth and knowledge in the developed world.  This panel will explore the links between female empowerment and economic growth, specifically whether any society that excludes half its human capital can keep up economically in the 21st century. How might improved health and education for women in the developing world spur economic development? 


Speaker:  Nicholas Eberstadt, (confirmed)
Discussant
Discussion

 2:15 
  
Break

 2:30

Women and Religion
This panel will explore the main trends concerning women and religious identity, especially within Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, with emphasis on the question of whether there is an inherent tension between religious observance and female empowerment.
Roundtable:  Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner (authors of The 
Faith Club) (confirmed)
Moderator: Merve Kavakci, George Washington University



Discussion

 3:45

Concluding Remarks

 4:00

Adjournment

All comments are off the record and not for attribution.

The State Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research (INR) organizes conferences to solicit the views of nongovernmental specialists to facilitate the exchange of views between these specialists and government officials.  The views expressed in the conferences are solely those of the individuals and are not necessarily the views of INR or the Department of State. 

